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ST. LOUIS, Aug. 7 — An attorney for 
James Earl Ray, the convicted killer of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King J r. , said 
today (hat the House Select Committee on 
v 1 Assassinations had violated the law and 
its own rules as a part of a “conspiracy" 
ito prevent a fair investigation of the as- 
sassination, which 109H place in Memphis 
10 years ago. 

The lawyer, Mark Lane, said m a state- 
ment issued here that the committee's in- 
vestigators and their agents tiad sub- 
orned perjury, criminally received stolen 
properly and monitored and tape- 
recorded telephone conversations. 

In addition. Mr. Lane said that the 
committee had “violated their own rules 
by secretly establishing a conference be- 
tween one of their agents and a reporter 
for The New York Times" In an attempt 
to plant fal$e information about the inves- 
tigation. ; 

A spokesman for the committee said, 
“The allegations are serious and they will 
be examined carefully and completely." 
He said the committee would have no 
^dier,comment now. , 

W’ Tells of Tape-Recordings 

At a news conference here, Mr. Lone 
distributed a statement by Oliver Patter 
son, who identified himself as a former 
informant for the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation W l\p most recently had been 
working ag an undercover agent for the 
House committee. 

Mr. Patterson, to years old, said both 
ihJ Written statement and Inter in un In- 
terview that while working for the rum- 
mitlee he had tape-recorded mi or. Mate 1 

S sJephone calls he had made u> Jerry 
fcay, the brother of the assassin, and also 
ad secretly made copies of letters from 
ames Earl Ray 10 Jerry Ray and mailed 
them to a committee investigator 
Mr. Patterson said that he could not re- 
call whether the investigator, whom he 
identified as Conrad Bueu, had told him H 
specifically to steal the letters and copy 
them, but that after he told Mr. Baec? 
that he had them, Mr. Baett told him to 
mail them to his post office box in Wood 
, River, Ul. 

Mr. Baetz, a staff investigator for the* 


CRf nmittee, could not be reached for cornel 
(Rent. f 

Both Mr Lane and Mr. Patterson also 
alleged that Mr. Baett had told Mr. Pat- 
terson that committee officials wanted to 
arrange a meeting between him and a re- 
porter for The New York Times so that, in 
Mr. Patterson’s words, "I could give 1 
I false information." 

Reports Getting Instructions 

1 Mr. Patterson, who had never been 
j racked by The Times and had never . 

I provided the paper with any information 
j'bqncerning (he King assassination prior 
i tp today, said thuc he had been told u> try Vr 
\U> persuade the newspaper tlun Mi Lane H 
IWM'ta homosexual, that the .committee ^ 
fiad r^emved no new information in the 
^§e, and that he. Mr Patterson, had 
jeen threatened with harm by Jerry Ray 
because of his undercover work. 

Mr. Lane, who has been a persistent 
< critic of Federal investigations oi both 
.the King assassination and the assussina 
'Uilh oi President Kennedy in 196 ,'i, said 
today that tht? alleged actions by ihe com- 
mittee and its staff ware designed to pre- 
vent Mr. Ray from receiving a new trial, 

Mr Ray, w{U) IS pow In a state prison in 
Tennessee, o#Rinully pleaded guilty to' 
the murder oRpr. King, but more re- 
cently has denied any guiU and has de- 
clared that he was an innocent victi m of a 
Jftrgej conspiracy, t V 7 4 
Mr. Patterson said ih&t he decided to 
make public an account of his work for 
|he committee after Mr Lane learned 
,atyut it and persuaded hhi) that it was 
$he best way to insure that ihe Federal 
Qjjvenunent would not agek retribution; 
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